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| have been appoint-
ed as an assistant
professor at the
Amakusa Marine
Biological Laboratory
since July 16th,

2016. | received my
bachelor and master
degrees from Mawlamyine University,
Myanmar, in 1996 and 1999 respectively.
After that | worked at the Department of
Marine Science, Mawlamyine University
and Myeik University, Myanmar, for almost
seven years. In 2005, | came to Japan for
my PhD study at Kobe University since
there was no PhD program for the subject
of Marine Science in Myanmar at that
time. | completed my PhD course in 2009
and worked as a postdoctoral fellow at
the Kobe University Research Center for
Inland Seas. Then | moved to Tokyo to
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give birth my daughter and after taking
care of baby for three years, | worked
again as a research assistant at Tokyo
University.

During my career in Myanmar, | did re-
searches mainly on marine algae, phyto-
plankton and sea grasses, especially in
the fields of taxonomy, ecology, laboratory
culture, physiology and distribution. In my
PhD and postdoctoral works in Kobe Uni-
versity, | emphasized on taxonomy, spe-
cies diversity, global distribution and mo-
lecular phylogeny of the brown algal
genus Padina (Dictyotales, Phyaeophy-
ceae) using multigene markers and mor-
phological data and reported the occur-
rences of 15 new species in the Indo-
Pacific region and Mediterranean Sea. Of
which, 12 species are from Japan, mainly
from the Southern Japan, indicating u-
nexpected species diversity and species
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richness with more than 70% increase of
the recognized Japanese species.
Currently, | am focusing on marine floras
of the Shimoshima Island, which is one of
the largest islands in Amakusa and sur-
rounded by different environmental na-
tures, the East China Sea in the west, the
Yatsushiro sea in the east and the Ariake
sea (largest estuarine water) in the north.
Because of these diverse natures, expos-
ing to estuarine and open seawater, it
harbors rich temperate and subtropical
marine and estuarine faunas and floras.
However, inspite of high species richness,
the floras of the island have not been well
documented and thus, | wish to clarify
biodiversity, species distribution, seasonal
pattern of marine algae around the island
and their relationships with the environ-
ment.
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